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United States Postal Service officials 

have enhanced their public outreach as 
concerns about mail-in voting security 
have reached fever pitch on social media 
platforms and the national stage.

Coronavirus concerns have shrouded 
the Nov. 3 general election in suspicion 
about USPS’ ability to handle a ballot 
influx in the state and on the local level. 
However, officials said they are fortify-
ing efforts to retain public confidence.

HSB fire captain honored for
15 years of  service

By Connie Swinney
Staff Writer

The Highlander
Following an icy weekend, sunny skies are 

expected to return today, Tuesday, Feb. 12 with 
the day-time high reaching into the mid 60s, 
according to the National Weather Weather.

Highland Lakes residents will welcome 
improved weather forecast for the week, 
following the cold air outbreak over the 
weekend accompanied by variations of frozen 
precipitation.

One of those forms of frozen drizzle and 
rain included an unusual phenomenon known 
as “graupel” or beaded ice pellets, which occur 
when super-cooled water droplets settle on 
snow flurries, according to a description by 

meteorologist Bob Rose of the Lower Colorado 
River Authority.

The accumulations appeared to be 
something other than traditional snow or sleet. 
Sleet is defined as frozen rain drops with an icy 
appearance, while snow is atmospheric water 
vapor frozen into ice crystals.

To make the beaded ice pellets happen, 
temperatures plummeted by about 40 degrees, 
as an “artic cold front” swept into the area 
overnight Wednesday into Thursday. A high 
of 78 on the day prior turned into a high of 36 
degrees on Friday. 

Those temperatures hung on through at least 
part of the weekend, leading to a few wintery 
images throughout Burnet, Blanco and Llano 
counties. 

By Phil Reynolds
The Highlander

For the first time in her 
life, Sheila Moore doesn’t 
have a plan.

The now former city 
administrator-city secretary of 
Cottonwood Shores admitted 
that when she retired at the 
end of October, she had no 
clear idea of what she’s going 
to do next.

Moore became city 
secretary and acting city 
administrator in a shake-up of 
city officials in 2012. With the 
election of Mayor Donald Orr, 
who pledged to put the city 
on a firm financial footing, 
a significant percentage of 
the city staff walked out, 
including the administrator 
and secretary.

Moore had just moved to 
Central Texas from Dallas. 
Thinking the city secretary’s 
job was like any other 
secretarial job, she applied for 
it and got it.

“I know better now,” she 
laughed.

Not long after that 
she became acting city 
administrator and then full 
administrator.

Faced with rooms full 
of file boxes “so crowded 
you could hardly walk 
through them,” Moore began 
organizing city records that 
hadn’t been collated for years.

By Connie Swinney
Staff Writer

The Highlander
A Horseshoe Bay man in 

the construction business faces 
felony charges for allegedly 
defrauding subcontractors out 
of tens of thousands of dollars 
over several years, officials 
said.

On Feb. 7, Thomas Lynn 
Eaton, 72, was booked into the 
Llano County Jail on a charge 
misapplication of trust funds. 

He allegedly provided a 
“written voluntary statement” 
to the Office of the State 
Attorney General, in which he 
admitted to failing to pay for 
work performed at job sites, 

according to a statement by 
the AG’s office.

He was released on the 
same day on a $10,000 surety 
bond for the third-degree 
felony charge.

Eaton was listed as the 
trustee of funds by multiple 
sub-contractors, who were 

performing work on various 
job sites. 

In one case, a victim told 
investigators that his failure 
to pay for sub-contracting 
services occurred from 2013 
to 2019. 

“Eaton failed to pay a 
contractor for work performed, 

thereby misapplying the trust 
funds,” according to the AG’s 
office.

“After being transported 
to the Llano County Jail, 
Eaton was interviewed and he 
provided a written voluntary 
statement in which he stated 
he still owed payment to the 
contractor.”

The AG’s office revealed 
that the suspect was given 30 
days to pay but failed to pay 
“in full,” which resulted in his 
arrest.

By Lew K. Cohn
Managing Editor
The Highlander

With a week left for candidates for city council and school 
boards to file for election, the city of Marble Falls has four 
candidates in place for four positions on the May 4 ballot.

Marble Fall Mayor John Packer has filed for re-election as 
the candidate filing period continues until 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
15. Also filing for re-election are Place 2 Councilmember Dave 
Rhodes and Place 4 Councilmember Celia Merrill, who would 
serve out the remainder of an unexpired term.

They join Reed Norman, who has filed for the Place 6 council 
seat left vacant after Meagan Klaeger Ruff resigned.

Granite Shoals
Four candidates have also filed to run for four positions on 

the Granite Shoals City Council, including Mayor Carl Brugger, 
who is seeking re-election to his third term. Brugger was first 
elected mayor in May 2015 and was re-elected in May 2017. At 
this time, he is the only person on the ballot for mayor.

The first and only candidate so far to file to run for Place 1 
on the ballot is Ron Munos, 68, who is retired. He is seeking to 
succeed Councilmember Anita Hisey, who is not eligible to run 
for re-election to Place 1 after having reached the end of her 
third consecutive term.

Place 3 Councilmember Jim Davant has filed to run for re-
election and is the only candidate in that race as of Monday. 
Davant was first appointed to fill an unexpired term in October 
2016 and then was elected in May 2017 to a full term. He is 
currently the mayor pro tem.

Place 5 Councilmember Todd Holland is seeking re-election 

Election … see Page 5

By Alexandria Randolph
The Highlander

Garrett Ballard will go to 
the 33rd District Court Mon-
day to face trial in the fatal 
shooting of his two friends just 
over two years ago.

The plea deadline for Gar-
rett James Ballard, a 23-year-
old Burnet County man who 
was indicted on a capital mur-
der of multiple persons charge 
in Nov. 6, 2014, was at 1:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 29. 

District Attorney Sonny 
McAfee said Ballard pled not 
guilty in an arraigment hearing 
early on in the court proceed-
ings. Ballard’s trial is sched-
uled for Monday, Dec. 5. 

“I expect it will take all 
week,” McAfee said regarding 
the trial, but could not com-
ment further about potential 
tactics taken by the defense, 
namely local attorney Eddie 
Shell. 

It is possible the defense 
will argue on grounds of di-
minished capacity, meaning 
that Ballard could receive a 
lesser sentence due to his ad-
mitted hallucinogen induced 
delusion during the time of the 
killings. 

Ballard is accused of kill-
ing two of his close friends, 
Elijah Adam Benson, a 
17-year-old Burnet High 
School student, and Travis 
Leslie Fox, a 26-year-old 
Burnet High School graduate, 
while the three were under the 
influence of hallucinogens on 

Aug. 19, 2014. 
The shooting occurred at 

the Ballard family home in the 
5800 block of County Road 
340 during the early morning 
hours. Family members of 
Benson and Fox said the three 
young men were celebrating 
Benson’s birthday. 

Authorities said during the 
investigation that Ballard took 
what was reported to be a .223 
caliber semi-automatic rifle 
from a patrol 
vehicle that his 
father, Burnet 
County Con-
stable Jimmy 
Ballard, Pct. 3, 
had parked at 
the house while 
he and his wife 
Linda were away on vacation. 
Garrett Ballard shot the two 
teens multiple times, and they 
died at the scene. 

Ballard then fled to his 
girlfriend’s house and called 
his parents and his brother-in-
law, a Marble Falls police offi-
cer, before his arrest. Authori-
ties said Ballard confessed the 
deed to Burnet County Sher-
iff’s Department investigators. 

Ballard told investigators 
that as the drug took effect, 
Fox and Benson exhibited 
“strange and disruptive” be-
haviors, the arrest affidavit 
said. 

Unofficial reports emerg-
ing during the investigation 
suggest Ballard may have be-
lieved the two to be possessed. 

By Glynis Crawford Smith
The Highlander

The two victims who died in the crash on Texas 71 east of 
Spicewood Monday, Nov. 28, were Cynthia Ann Vega, age 46, 
and her son, Santiago Vega, age 17, both from Marble Falls.

A funeral service will be held for the mother and son at Cele-
ments-Wilcox Funeral Home in Marble Falls today, Friday, Dec. 
2, at 4 p.m., followed by a rosary service at 6 p.m. On Thursday, 
however, friends and family gathered at the site of the crash to 
memorialize them. Balloons were released into the skies over the 
rolling hills where they died.

Accounts been created on fundly.com (www.fundly.com/
cynthia-and-santiago-dos-vega) and at Chase Bank in Austin 
(Account 552751082)  to defray funeral expenses. 

Unable to attend was Justino Rodriguez, age 50 and also of 
Marble Falls, who was a passenger with the Vegas. 

He was airlifted from the scene Monday and remains in 
University Medical Center Brackenridge, as does Bala Chandra 
Sekhar Gutti, 29, of Richardson, driver of the 2015 Subaru that 
first collided with the Vegas’ 2015 Ford Focus.

Both were listed in “Good” condition on Tuesday, but a Vega 
family spokesperson said Thursday that Rodriguez might have 
to be returned to the ICU because of internal bleeding.

Uninjured was Lonnie Wade Jackson, 63, of Coleman. He 
was the driver of a 2012 Volvo truck tractor-trailer unit, the third 
vehicle involved in the horrific outcome, 

The accident occurred shortly after 8 a.m. Monday on the 
steep, winding stretch of Texas 71 three miles east of Spice-
wood. Sgt. Robbie Barrera, Department of Public Safety infor-
mation officer, said 911 calls had been coming in from motorists 
observing the Subaru “speeding and driving erratically.” By 8:15 
a.m., emergency calls were coming in from witnesses who were 
dumbstruck by the scene that faced them.

Shane Wenger, pastor of Elevate Church in Marble Falls, 
who said in one Monday Facebook comment to The Highlander 
that it seemed like forever for responders to arrive. 

On his own page, Wegner said afterward, “My heart is still 
so heavy from this a.m. 

“Sandy and I came upon a wreck. Had no idea what was 
going to unfold before the ambulance showed up, as I helped 
put out the fire. I am just thankful I was able to be used to share 
Jesus. Talking and praying with someone at the end of their life 
in a tragic situation is one of the realist moments I have ever had. 
Make the most of everyday and don’t ever think God doesn’t 
need you in His mission plan.”

Fry said he had witnessed the Subaru sports car weaving in 
and out of traffic and crossing the line into oncoming traffic.

Investigation at the scene was lengthy. At least one resident 
on Texas 71 reported being unable to exit onto the roadway until 
1 p.m. A report based on assessment of the evidence was issued 
by Sgt. Barrera Tuesday morning confirming a witness account 
by Kyle Fry of Marble Falls.

Essentially, it stated that the Subaru driven by Gutti was trav-
eling west at a “high rate of speed and recklessly.” The posted 
speed limit in the area is 70 mph.

The Ford Focus, determined to have been driven by Cynthia 
Vega rather than Rodriguez as first reported by the DPS, was 
traveling east in the inside lane. The truck-tractor rig, towing a 
flatbed trailer, was traveling east in the outside lane behind the 
Ford.

“The driver of the Subaru failed to negotiate the curve and 
entered the inside lane of SH 71 into the path of the Ford and 
crashed into the front left with its front left,” read the report. 
“The Ford entered a counter clockwise spin towards the east-
bound guardrail. The Subaru entered a clockwise spin towards 
the westbound barrow ditch.

The driver of the Volvo (truck), seeing the crash, tried to take 
evasive actions and avoid the crash of the two vehicles in front of 
him...(but) was unable to avoid the Focus and hit the passenger 
side. The impact caused the Ford to flip onto its passenger side.

Eastbound traffic was diverted to Burnet County Road 413, 
as the Department of Public Safety and law enforcement and 
emergency services, along with AirEvac, responded under omi-

by Lew K. Cohn
Managing Editor
The Highlander

The Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative Board of Direc-
tors voted 6-0 Wednesday, 
Nov. 30, to give written no-
tice to director James Oakley 
that the board will consider 
his possible removal on Jan. 
17 if a complaint filed against 
Oakley is found to merit such 
discipline.

In a resolution approved at 
a special called meeting, the 
board voted to establish a com-
mittee to investigate a written 

complaint lodged by a number 
of concerned African-Ameri-
can employees against Oakley 
and determine 
what punish-
ment, if any, 
he may face 
for a social me-
dia post made 
earlier in the 
month in which 
Oakley com-
mented it was “time for a tree 
and a rope” for the suspected 
killer of a San Antonio police 
officer.

Board President Emily Pa-

taki indicated the committee, 
which will be comprised of 
directors Kathy Scanlon, Paul 
Graf and herself, can consid-
er all avenues open to them 
through the cooperative’s 
bylaws, including removing 
Oakley from the position he 
has held since 2013.

Pataki said during the 
meeting the committee will re-
port their findings no later than 
Dec. 9 to the full board, which 
will then determine what steps 
it will take against Oakley, 
who will not be allowed to be 
involved in any deliberations 
regarding his fate.

The next regular board 
meeting is Dec. 19 and PEC 
officials said the board could 
vote to reprimand Oakley at 
that time, if warranted by their 

investigation, but they cannot 
take any action regarding a 
vote for removal from office 
until the Jan. 17 meeting.

On Monday, Nov. 21, Oak-
ley, who also serves as Burnet 
County Judge, shared a post 
from the San Antonio Police 

Department about the arrest 
of an African-American man, 
Otis Tyrone McKane — ac-
cused of killing San Antonio 
police Det. Benjamin Marconi 
— on his personal Facebook 

account. 
Oakley then posted a com-

ment on his shared post that 
he thought it was “time for a 
tree and a rope … .” That com-
ment, because it was placed 
on a shared public post, was 
publicly visible while it was 
on Oakley’s Facebook page. 
Oakley’s comment drew con-
demnation from a number of 
individuals on Facebook, who 
thought the elected official 
had overstepped his bounds 
by commenting so harshly in 
a public manner. 

Others questioned whether 
there was some racial overtone 
to Oakley’s comment, given 
a very disturbing history in 
the South, and particularly in 
Texas, of lynchings involving 
minorities. 

In addition to deleting his 
post Wednesday, Nov. 23, 
Oakley apologized for the 
comment, calling it “off the 
cuff” and “indeed curt and 
harsh.”

Oakley was given the op-
portunity to address the board 
and the public at Wednesday’s 
meeting, as there was a large 
audience in attendance and all 
board meetings are simultane-
ously webcast and recorded 
for public record.

He said was “sincerely 
sorry as it was never my intent 
to offend anyone” with his 
comment on Facebook about 
McKane’s arrest.

“My intent was to express 
my frustration with the cow-
ardly killing of a police officer 
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Macy Dyer (left) 
earned second-
team all-district for 
the Lady Mustangs 
volleyball team 
while Naomi Pegues 
took honorable 
mention honors.
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Ballard

PEC investigating complaint against Oakley

Texas 71 collision
victims remembered

Board could consider ousting
director at January meeting

Trial set for Ballard 
capital murder case

By Glynis Crawford Smith
The Highlander

Sculpture on Main is celebrating a big coming out party for 
its 11th annual event all day today and into the night today, Fri-
day, Dec. 2.

The doors open at 10 a.m. at Lakeside Pavilion, 307 Buena 
Vista Drive, to art exhibition, demonstration and sale until 6 p.m. 
Nine artists of table top art works will be on hand to meet the 
public there and discuss their works. Downtown, tours of the 11 
new juried entries in the year-long exhibit of Sculpture on Main 
will be going on. The public will have a chance to turn hands to 
three-dimensional art under the guidance of one of the country’s 
eminent artists, Susan Norris.

“Susan Norris is the judge of the Sculpture on Main exhibit,” 
said Carolyn Bates of the board of directors of the event spon-
sor, Highland Lakes Creative Arts (HLCA) . “She is the official 
sculptor of Boy Scouts of America.”

Marta Stafford Fine Art is the local representative of the New 
Mexico artist. Norris will determine the winners of Best in Show 
and Commendation. A committee of Highland Lakes Creative 
Arts board members and supporters will select the People’s 
Choice winner.

Public can meet artists 
of  Sculpture on Main

A closer walk with thee
Glynis Crawford Smith/The Highlander

A family strolls down the Walkway of Lights in Marble Falls 
on Wednesday, Nov. 30. The light display is open from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. daily through Jan. 1, 2017, as long as the ground 
is not wet.

In a statement of the increasing number of children served 
by Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) Highland 
Lakes, the local advocates organization announced the addi-
tion of a new development coordinator.

“We are excited to announce that Cindi Ashford Fry joined 
our CASA team ‘hit the ground running’ in mid-October,” said 
Kristen Harris, CASA executive director.

Harris said Fry understands how important it is for children 
to feel safe and secure and she is committed to helping CASA 
to achieve its greatest potential.

“We simply desire for every child to be afforded with prop-
er advocacy while they are in foster care and we know that this 
community is capable of providing these resources,” added 
Harris. “We are excited to welcome Cindi to our team because 
we feel that this is the next step in increasing community in-
volvement in our program.”

CASA for the Highland Lakes Area still serves the same 
area of Blanco, Burnet, Llano, Lampasas and San Saba coun-
ties, but their services are reaching more abused and neglected 
children than ever before. 

“Today, more children in our service area need CASA ad-
vocates because abused and neglected children are coming to 
the attention of Child Protective Services at rates higher than 
in years prior,” said Harris. 

Fry new CASA area
development coordinator
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"After being transported to the Llano County Jail, Eaton was 
interviewed and he provided a written voluntary statement 
in which he stated he still owed payment to the contractor."

Texas Attorney General’s Office statement

Moore 
hands off 
CWS reins

By Nathan Hendrix
Staff Writer

The Highlander
February is the month of love, and students 

at Marble Falls Middle School are helping 
everyone find a different, but equally-important 
type of love after Valentine’s Day.

The MFMS Student Council is hosting a pet 
adoption and fundraiser on Feb. 23 to benefit 
two local rescue shelters.

The students of the council will be finding 
homes for 15 to 20 dogs and cats during the 
event and asking for donations to fulfill wish 
list items for Living Love Animal Rescue and 
Spay It Forward.

During the event, 100 percent of cash 

donations go to the shelters to meet the needs 
of the animals they foster.

The Student Council is a group of 17 
students with the goal of improving their school 
and the well-being of the students who attend it.

“It’s good to know you’re a part of 
something that helps the school,” said Olivia 
Trahan, president of the council. “People look 
up to you.”

The adoption event is what the students 
chose for their annual community outreach 
project. The students contacted the shelters, 
negotiated a date and promoted the event 
without the assistance of faculty.

The students said they chose the adoption 

City, school election 
filing deadline nears

Eaton

AG: HSB man fleeces construction crews

Connie Swinney/The Highlander
Above, by Saturday, Feb. 
9, plummeting overnight 
temperatures turned light 
rain and drizzle into ice, 
blanketing the area – as seen 
in the image seen here in the 
Timber Ridge subdivision in 
Burnet County — for part of 
the day.

Lew K. Cohn/The Highlander
Several unusual sights in the Highland Lakes Friday, Feb. 8 
included accumulations of “graupel” or ice pellets — seen 
here in the 1300 block of Mission Hills In Marble Falls — 
along with reports of sleet and light snow flurries. 

County grapples with ‘graupel’

Special to The Highlander
Two great institutions 

of Marble Falls are joining 
forces.

H-E-B, Texas’ finest gro-
cery store and the first com-
pany inducted into the Texas 
Business Hall of Fame, is 
teaming up with The High-
lander, your hometown news-
paper since 1959, to run the 
retailer’s weekly shopping 
inserts.

Every Tuesday, H-E-B 
inserts will be found in The 
Highlander on newsstands 
and in subscribers’ mailboxes, 
chock full of weekly specials 
for Market, Seafood, Produce, 

Moore

MFMS Student Council
fundraises for rescue shelters

Highlander
teams up
with H-E-B

H-E-B ... see Page 14
Staff photo illustration

Look for H-E-B inserts inside your Highlander starting today.

Tens of thousands
unpaid to subcontractors

The Big Chill

NWS: Sunny skies ahead
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“Our overall number of active 
cases has trended down along 

with the number of new cases, and 
we hope they continue to 
drop as the virus runs its 

course.”
— James Oakley

Burnet County Judge

MFalls  ... see Page 12

Feds nab alleged 
border smuggler

See Page 8

COVID-19 figures begin to dwindle in county
By Lew K. Cohn
Managing Editor
The Highlander

Burnet County coronavirus 
numbers are trending in the right 
direction.

On Aug. 8, Burnet County had a 
total of 552 confirmed COVID-19 
cases, including 388 active cas-
es, according to the Department 
of State Health Services (DSHS) 
dashboard.

As of Thursday, Sept. 17, the 
number of active cases in Burnet 

County had dropped to just 33 — 
a decrease of more than 91 percent 
— while the number of total cases 
had risen to 681.

Meanwhile, within a 16-day 
window from Aug. 28 through 
Sept. 14, there were 96 new tests 
in Burnet County resulting in just 
43 new positive cases — a posi-
tivity rate of 4.6 percent for that 
period. The overall positivity rate 
for Burnet County (beginning with 
the first reported case in March) Left: In May, the state hosted free COVID-19 testing at the 

Marble Falls Fire Rescue fire hall.

Postal service
addresses 

mail security

Contributed
Motorists stopped to take images of 
an unattended USPS collection box 
Sept. 11 on Second Street just west 
of Avenue H and shared concerns on 
social media about security of the 
mail-in election process.

Llano Co. picks 
EMS provider

By Phil Reynolds
Contributing Writer

The Highlander
Llano County is another step closer 

to reaching an agreement with Hamilton 
County Emergency Medical Service to 
provide ambulances after the first of the 
year.

County commissioners Monday 
voted to extend an interlocal agreement 
to the hospital district in Hamilton, 89 
miles up State Hwy. 16 and U.S. Hwy 
84. But the Hamilton EMS operation 
also covers Mills County (Goldthwaite) 
and San Saba County, which is only 17 
miles north of Llano.

Commissioners also approved a 
budget and tax rate for the coming fis-
cal year and, with thunderstorms on the 

Contributed

The planned 
Thunder 

Rock 
development 

– in the 
northwest 

intersection 
of Texas 71 

and U.S. 281 
is expected 

to break 
ground by 
the end of 

the year with 
a sports 
complex 
planned 

in the first 
phase, along 
with homes.

Phoenix Center groundbreaking date set
By Lew K. Cohn
Managing Editor
The Highlander

Just as the mythological phoenix 
was reborn, so too has the Phoenix 
Center started its own journey to-
wards rebirth with the construction 
of a new facility in Horseshoe Bay.

The non-profit will hold a 
groundbreaking ceremony at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 30, to officially 

kick off the new construction of a 
7,380-square-foot, state-of-the-art 
mental health counseling center — 
the first phase of building a flagship 
trauma-informed campus in Central 
Texas, which also will include an 
equine therapy center and therapeu-
tic camp facilities.

“Meeting the critical mental 
health care needs of our community 
at our current location is an ever-in-

creasing challenge,” said founder 
and executive director Sarah Garrett.

“Due to our current space lim-
itations, coupled with rapid growth 
in the number of children and fam-
ilies in need of mental health care, 
we have been searching for the ideal 
site for our expanded future loca-
tion. Our new campus will mean 

MFalls council thunders
ahead on development

By Connie Swinney
Staff Writer 

The Highlander
From the tax-funding 

process to seating a board, 
Marble Falls City Coun-
cil members forged ahead 
Sept. 15 to clear the way 
for a development on over 
a thousand acres at the in-
tersection of U.S. 281 and 
Texas 71 in the southend of 
town. 

During a regular meet-
ing, the council approved 
the creation of a tax incre-
ment reinvestment zone 

(TIRZ) – a funding mech-
anism that will re-allocate 
a portion of the tax collec-
tions within the planned 
Thunder Rock subdivision 
for amenities of the devel-
opment such as proposed 
sports complex (phase 1) 
and public recreation cen-
ter (phase 3).

The newly-created 
TIRZ No. 2 is aimed at 
jumpstarting construction 
of phase 1 of the develop-
ment, which is a portion of 
approximately 1,073 acres.

Other overall devel-
opment features include: 
1,966 single family residen-
tial homes; 539 multi-fam-
ily units; 225 active adult 
units; 75,000 square feet of 
commercial development; 
26.3-acre sport complex; 
10.3-acre tract of land for 
recreational center and 
municipal use; and 20,000 
square foot recreation 
center shell building with 
all exterior building and 
grounds improvements to 

Award crowns Martinez the ‘King of Swing’
By Lew K. Cohn
Managing Editor
The Highlander

The best songwriters in the 
world have it — the ability to 
capture the essence of a mo-
ment in time, great or small, in 
music and lyrics.

For John Arthur Martinez, 
that moment was a side trip he 
and his band made to the famed 
Bob Wills Museum of Western 
Swing in Turkey, Texas.

His ode to that pilgrim-
age, “For the Love of Western 
Swing,” has garnered the Cot-
tonwood Shores resident a cov-
eted honor — the 2020 Acad-
emy of Western Artists Award 
for Western Swing Song of the 

Year. The awards ceremony 
was held Thursday, Aug. 13, at 
the Radisson Hotel Fort Worth 
North-Fossil Creek.

Other artists nominated in 
the category included Susie 
Blue and the Lonesome Fellas 
for “Spadella;” Rod Moag for 
“There’s Not a Cow in Texas;” 
Tommy Thomsen for “Going 
Away Party;” and Carlos Wash-
ington for “Little Bit of Texas.”

The winning composition 
is the title track of Martinez’ 
14th album, “For the Love of 
Western Swing (& Other Love 
Songs).” In the song, Martinez 
belts out vocals and rhythm 

Contributed
The title track 

of John Arthur 
Martinez’ 14th 

album “For the 
Love of Western 
Swing (& Other 

Love Songs)” 
recently received 
the 2020 Western 

Swing Song of the 
Year award from 
the Academy of 
Western Artists. 

State health leaders reorganize data reports

Abbott
eases
virus 
rules

From staff reports
Businesses in Burnet and 

Llano County will be able to 
expand to 75 percent capac-
ity beginning Monday, Sept. 
21, after Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott announced easing of 
some coronavirus restrictions 
Thursday.

Hospitals in the area also 
will be able to offer elective 
procedures once again and 
nursing homes may be able to 
reopen Thursday, Sept. 24, for 
visitations by people the state 
Health and Human Services 
Commission deems “essential 
family caregivers.”

“With the medical ad-
vancements we have made and 
the personal hygiene practices 
we have adopted, Texans have 
shown that we can address 
both the health and safety con-
cerns of COVID-19 while also 
taking careful, measured steps 
to restore the livelihoods that 
Texans depend on,” Abbott 
said. “Achieving both goals 
requires safe standards that 
contain COVID-19, empha-
size protecting the most vul-
nerable, and establish clear 

Contributed
Phoenix Center officials released a rendering of the proposed new facility in 
Horseshoe Bay. Groundbreaking is scheduled for Sept. 30.

Swing ... see Page 5

EMS  … see Page 8
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